
 

 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

 

August 2017 

 

Dear Fellow Lasallians, Class of 2018: 

OK, let’s cut to the chase.  Take a look at the signature at the end of this letter and, 
without your calculators, do the math. 

Got it?  Well, let me take you back—not for a trip on a magic carpet, not to the 
headlines of the year in question which more than exceeded this year’s headlines 
in violence, tension, animosity, fear and loathing.   

But to the La Salle College High School of that time. 

Arriving seniors that year, still required to wear jackets and ties or school sweaters 
to class, encountered a few changes at the school.  A first floor classroom had been 
enlarged and equipped with—of all things—study carrels!  Student rosters—
seniors only, of course—listed some blank spaces for the first time: free periods.  
And those same student rosters also listed something else that was new at La Salle: 
elective courses.  No more traditional split among students into either a “classical” 
(think Latin and Greek, but no science) or a “scientific” (chem and physics), but 
classes of choice in creative writing, sociology, philosophy, and psychology. And, 
oh, yes, everyone then had lunch at lunch time in a cafeteria than fit them well. 

Variety for the sake of variety? A clever way to keep the seniors of the last years of 
an increasingly contentious decade mollified?  Actually, something more 
educationally intentional than all of those.  A school self-study for accreditation 
two years prior had laid the groundwork for a reform of a curriculum that some—
perhaps many—deemed to be “not broken.”  A faculty made up largely of 
Christian Brothers had worked out a more student-centered course of study. 

You’ve experienced an end result of that 1967 curricular change: a school which 
now offers more than 170 courses, variations and choices in the way that you 
fulfill your requirements. 

Your schedule this year will feel different and it will be moderately different.  An 
extra period within the day.  Lunch. A change in the homeroom structure.  Two 
days at the end of a cycle where your classes will meet in a different order. 

Mr. Whitney’s memo on the new schedule variations will explain more.  All of us 
in the La Salle Administration have proudly watched your growth as a class since 



August of 2014.  As we move into school life this year, give yourselves a chance to 
benefit from the changes by taking them slowly. 

You and I are joined by the special bond of being La Salle alums, past and future, 
with a significant digit at the end of our class years.  I look forward to hearing 
your stories, sharing opinions, and joining to make this an even better La Salle. 

And I’m reading 1984 now too, for the first time since, well, 1984. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael A. O’Toole ‘68 
Principal 
 

 

 


