
 

 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

 

August 2017 

 

Dear Fellow Lasallians, Class of 2021: 

If you look around you this summer, on social media, within digital news 
reporting, and maybe even in a newspaper or magazine at the dentist’s or 
pediatrician’s office when you were getting your summer physical, you may 
notice a lot of scowling, a lot of anger, and a lot of contention. 

Our Social Studies Department has assigned you to read a book that puts you 
right in the middle of fictional conflict; I expect you will encounter a solid 
introduction to teaching and learning at La Salle when you have your assessments 
and discussions about 1984.   

Last week, Pope Francis gave his assessment of the summer, but in more hopeful 
terms.  We know that the Pope is very much aware of the troubles of the world.  
Speaking during his Angelus address on the Feast of the Transfiguration, he 
offered some wisdom that I would ask you to consider as you make your late 
summer transition into La Salle.  He proclaimed that the summer gave us “a 
providential moment to enhance our commitment to seek and encounter the 
Lord.”  Further, he said, “The Event of the Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6 
this year) offers us a message of hope:  it invites us to encounter Jesus, in order to 
be at the service of our brothers.” 

I know that the excitement is building for you to begin your high school years at 
La Salle.  And, believe me, there is no better place for you to be than at a school 
which will value your mind, your heart and your soul.  But take my words here as 
a preview of what many generations of Lasallians—myself included—have 
experienced here: dedicated teachers who will guide you to look at the real issues 
of your world in a spirit of intelligent inquiry and faithful compassion. 

You will soon discover that our faithful compassion stems from our belief that the 
Presence of God is within and among us in the community of students, teachers, 
counselors, coaches, and administrative staff.  Academic excellence, leadership, 
and service to others: our mission tells us clearly 

With that in mind, seek us out, ask us questions, let us know how you feel. 

This is a great supportive community.  We stand ready to greet you and to help 
you.  See you soon. 



 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael A. O’Toole ‘68 
Principal 
 

 

 


