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Attached to this website you will find the assignments for 1984 for junior year, United States 

History. Each grade level assignment has been reviewed to make it appropriate for that 

grade.  As has been our summer reading custom for students, books 

selected also provide a transition between the school years by 

introducing themes and ideas that will be explored in the new school 

year.  By reading and completing their summer assignment the 

student’s will develop the ability to discuss 1984 across classes as they 

are introduced to reading, critical thinking, and writing skills, from the 

same book.  The hope is that the students will find the selected book 

informative and enjoyable and will want to continue to explore the world 

of books.  

 
Essay Questions:  You will complete any two (2) of the three questions. 
 
Your work will be due on our first day of class.  We recommend that you get started early 

enough to get as much out of your reading and writing as your able.  

 Your writing must be a thorough response to the two essay questions you choose 

to answer. From the portions of 1984 that are most appropriate to answer each 

question.  More often than not, the questions for 1984 can be answered with 

evidence from many different parts of the book.  For such questions, it is best to 

use a variety of evidence to demonstrate that you  have read and comprehended 

the entire book, and thought thoroughly about the questions being asked, and the 

answer you are given. Your answers for 1984 should include 2-3 pieces of 

evidence, but may include more if you so choose. 

 Each answer must be a unified paragraph, not just a series of words or 

disconnected sentences, with appropriate evidence and citations (i.e., page 

numbers where your evidence is being found in parentheses).  

 Be sure to include direct quotes and examples from the work itself. 

 Be sure to support any assertion you make with evidence from the text 

(remember: if you cannot find evidence to support your statement or assertion, 

then you should not be making that assertion!)  

 Be sure to cite direct quotes, references to the text, and any paraphrasing that 

occurs. 
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ESSAY ONE:  Revolution 

Revolutions are not simple things. Many revolutions end up being "betrayed," as the 
government that follows the revolution often ends up being very different from how the 
revolutionaries originally intended. In the book, Big Brother turns against the other architects 
of the revolution, discredits them, and has them executed. The Party of Winston's day bears 
little resemblance to the society that its founders imagined, at least from Winston's 
perspective. 

Find a real-world example of a revolution that you think has been "betrayed," showing the 
difference between what the revolutionaries originally intended and what eventually 
happened. If there is some historical disagreement about the revolution, be sure to show 
both sides of the argument in addition to your own thoughts. 

ESSAY TWO:  Party 

The Party relies on two key human attributes to guarantee their power - ignorance and fear. 
The fear comes from the power of Big Brother and the Thought Police to kill anyone, at any 
time. The ignorance comes from the failure of the majority of citizens in Oceania to 
understand the inherent lies of Ingsoc. 

Which attribute, fear or ignorance, do you feel is the most important and useful to the Party? 
Write an essay explaining your thoughts, and try to use real-world examples of governments 
who have ruled through fear, ignorance, or both. 

ESSAY THREE: Checks & Balances 

Limits on power are often referred to as "checks and balances." Write an essay on this 
subject, touching upon: 

1) The checks and balances that exist in the U.S. Constitution. 

2) Some examples of checks and balances that have succeeded or failed. 

3) Your vision of what the ideal system of checks and balances would look like. 

Have a Great Summer, 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Miller, & Mr. Tate 


