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Attached to this website you will find the assignments for 1984 for freshman year, Advanced 

Placement Human Geography. Each grade level assignment has been reviewed to make it 

appropriate for that grade.  As has been our summer reading custom 

for students, books selected also provide a transition between the 

school years by introducing themes and ideas that will be explored in 

the new school year.  By reading and completing their summer 

assignment the student’s will develop the ability to discuss 1984 

across classes as they are introduced to reading, critical thinking, and 

writing skills, from the same book.  The hope is that the students will 

find the selected book informative and enjoyable and will want to 

continue to explore the world of books.  

 
 
Before Reading 
 
Instructions: Pick 1 of the following and type your answer in a response of approximately 
one (1) paragraph. 
 

1) List the freedoms you enjoy both in your home and in your community. List the 
freedoms you are denied. What is the reason for the denials? Do you accept the 
reasons? 

 
2) Examine the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights to find freedoms granted to you 

as an American citizen. Are some of these freedoms denied to citizens of other 
countries? Which ones? 

 
3) Discuss: Are there ways in which government or the private sector intrudes upon the 

privacy of U.S. citizens? What are some of these ways? 
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Part I: Comprehension Questions 
 
Instructions:  Answer ALL of the following questions.  Typed responses should be 
approximately 3 to 4 sentences each. 
 

1) What are the Party mottos? What is unusual about them? 
 

2) What is Newspeak? What is its purpose? Why is it essential for the Party to rid the 
language of synonyms and antonyms? 

 
3) Who is Big Brother and what is the significance of his name? 

 
4) How does the Party control history? Why? 

 
Part I: Activities 
 
Instructions: Pick 1 of the following and type your answer in a response of approximately 
one (1)1 paragraph. 
 

1) Identify examples of doublethink in Part One. Discuss examples of  doublethink 
from recent history. 

 
2) Discuss how language is important to freedom 

 
Part II: Comprehension Questions 
 
Instructions: Answer ALL of the following. Typed responses should be approximately 3 to 4 
sentences. 
 

1) In what ways are Julia and Winston alike? In what ways are they different? 
 

2) Why does the party permit couples to marry but discourage love? 
 

3) Julia tells Winston that even though the Party can torture a person and make him say 
anything, they cannot make him believe it. How do you feel about this statement? 
How easy is it to brainwash a person? Do you think governments actually use 
brainwashing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part II: Activities 
 
Instructions: Pick 1 of the following and type your answer in a response of approximately 1 
paragraph. 
 

1) Debate: Laws protect freedom. 
 

2) The doublethink concepts of “ignorance is strength” and “war is peace” are discussed 
in the book of the Brotherhood. Outline the argument of the doublethink concepts. 
Discuss why the Party’s conclusions are ironic. 

 

3) On page 169, Winston reads from Goldsmith’s book that “The invention of  print, 
however, made it easier to manipulate public opinion.” Explore the  history of using 
print to influence opinion. 

 

Part III – Comprehension Questions 
 
Instructions: Answer ALL of the following. Typed responses should be approximately 3 – 4 
sentences each. 
 

1) How does Parsons feel about being imprisoned as a result of his own daughter 
reporting him for thoughtcrime? 

 

2) Before Winston is interrogated, he sees many prisoners escorted off to Room 101. 
From their reactions, he gathers, the room is extremely unpleasant.  What is in Room 
101? 

 

3) When and in what way does Winston betray Julia? 
 

4) Why does O’Brien say prisoners are brought to the Ministry of Love? 
 

5) What happens to Julia? 
 

6) How does Winston ultimately feel about Big Brother? 
 
Part III – Activities 
 
Instructions: Pick 1 of the following and type your answer in a response of approximately 1 
paragraph. 
 

1) The concept of memory and existence discussed on pages 203 and 204 provides an 
interesting debate point topic: Does the past exist if no one remembers it?  How can 
it be proven?  Debate this topic after reviewing O’Brien’s argument. 

 
2) What is power?  What makes a person powerful? 

 
3) On page 216, O’Brien says the proles will never revolt, yet on page 181, Winston 

came to the conclusion that the future’s only hope lay with the proles.  What brings 
each man to say what he does?  Discuss. 



 
After Reading 
 
Instructions: Pick 1 of the following and type your answer in a response of approximately 1 
paragraph. 
 

1) Debate/Discuss “Can history be rewritten? Should it be?”  For background, see page 
176: “Thus history is continuously rewritten.” 

 
2) Place the book on a historical time line. What happened before the book was 

published? What has happened since? Discuss: Which of Orwell’s predictions have 
become a part of history, not only in communist countries but in the free  world? 

 
3) From the Afterword by Erich Fromm, debate the following topics: (a) Can  man 

forget he is human? (b) Can man create a perfect society? (c) The  greatest 
deterrent to achieving goals is hopelessness. (d) The arms race  provides 
essential economic growth.  
 

 
 Have a Great Summer, 
 
 Mr.Tate 


