
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 
 

August 2018 

Dear Fellow Lasallians, Class of 2019: 

It’s been a good summer.  I hope your summertime has been good as well. 

And it’s been a summer of settling in a bit more at La Salle.  Construction is well 
along for the new Flannery Field athletic venue, which you will see in September. 
The year ahead, however, will not be a year which sees the arrival of many new 
faculty, nor a year for the opening of a new Student Center, nor a year of dramatic 
new changes in the master schedule—that was all of last year’s business. Some 
minor tweaks from last year for the schedule, but I’ll let Mr. Whitney’s letter 
describe those. 

So, you might figure a leisurely summer for the Principal—right?  

Partly true, but more a change of focus.  This summer, I have been able to share 
some time—and food—with the Urban Immersion groups and with some of you 
in my own “second city,” NYC.  Thanks to all of our faculty who scheduled and 
participated in all of our service trips! Except for the service outings and some late 
summer whitewater rafting, I have pretty much been local, with my only time at 
airports being those moments in the cellphone lot to shuttle the Texas branch of 
my family to the beaches. 

What I’ve been doing a lot of, in truth, is reading and riding. Books. Bikes. 

Your common social studies summer reading, Just Mercy, was the first item on my 
list.  You’ll find within this strongly written book the journey of a talented and 
capable young man who accepted a challenge one summer in the middle of his 
schooling, a challenge that has grown to become a lifetime commitment. If you 
have not yet begun to read this book, you need to get to it.  Put yourself in the 
shoes and the mentality of Bryan Stevenson.  See where the journey leads. 

As talented and capable young men yourselves, think about where you were 
physically, emotionally and spiritually during summer a year ago.  A lot of 
change—yes?  Think back even further to your summers before high school, 
summers where you could ride your bike on endless afternoons.  Even more 
change—no? 

Take some in these remaining weeks to breathe deeply, enjoy how far you’ve 
come, enjoy your family which made this possible, and get ready to look ahead. 
Also take some time to slow down and—yes, read your summer books slowly for 
a while.  Your life will accelerate soon enough this coming year. 

Coming into this new year, you are not only seasoned veterans of schedule 
change, you’re the student leaders of the school. All of us in the La Salle 



Administration have proudly watched your growth as a class since August of 
2015. Be ready to join us in leadership of this very special place. 

You and I are joined by the special bond of being La Salle alums, past and future, I 
look forward to hearing your stories, sharing opinions, and joining to make this an 
even better La Salle.  With the grace of God and in fellowship with Lasallians 
around the world, there is a bright future ahead for the Class of 2019. 

And now, back to more reading, more thinking, more riding, more praying. 

See you all soon. 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael A. O’Toole ‘68 
Principal 


