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Dear Fellow Lasallians, Class of 2020: 

I hope you are having a good summer.  If you were able to join the majority of 
your classmates for La Salle’s distinctive Urban Immersion Program, then I am 
certain your eyes are open wider than they were before.  If you were able to travel, 
I hope it was enlightening and enjoyable.  And if you were able to land a good 
summer job for a few or many weeks, then more power to you! 

I have been fortunate this summer to join most of you for some of your days at 
Urban Immersion, whether at St. Patrick’s, the Penn Drexel Newman Center or at 
the Rock in Kensington.  Thanks to all of the faculty who organized and worked 
with you on those trips.  

I really got to change pace this summer.  Not a summer where I needed to hire 
great numbers of new teachers.  Not a summer in anxious anticipation of the new 
Student Center—it’s here and by now, a handsome and familiar part of the La 
Salle footprint.  And a summer when there were only minor tweaks needed for the 
new schedule. I’ll let Mr. Whitney’s letter explain them, but you will see that daily 
homeroom is back and that you will be able to participate in clubs and activities 
during the two longer days that follow the 6-day cycle.  Stay tuned. 

For me, the change of pace meant not only time to visit La Salle students and 
teachers at service sites in Philadelphia and New York, but also time to visit and 
revisit some of my old haunts—books. 

I started with reading the common summer assignment for social studies classes, 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson.    If you have not yet begun this book, let me give 
you two reasons to get moving.  First, it’s an assignment!  Second, it’s an inspiring 
story—yes, for the tales of unfortunate lives.  But, equally so, for giving all of us 
readers the story of a talented and capable young man who decides to make a 
summer change of pace into a career—and a life.  Read carefully.  Follow his 
journey closely.  His journey speaks to some of the most important issues of our 
times. 

With less time in travel this summer—save summer trips to the airport to shuttle 
my far-flung family, I have been able to enjoy the deep pleasures of reading.  In a 
multi-generational novel, Behind the Scenes at the Museum, an insightful young 
woman narrates a story of all of the ghosts who have witnessed her family’s 
exploits over nearly a hundred years. 

We have been following your exploits for a couple of years now and we are 
excited to be with you as you enter an important year in your lives at La Salle.  We 



don’t exactly call the students who came before you on all of our La Salle 
campuses “ghosts,” but, more accurately, legends and heroes.  Sure, you can see 
them on the walls of the school auditorium and in the trophy cases.  But you can 
also feel them in the spirit which makes La Salle such a special place.  They are 
present to all of us. 

This is the year for you to step up and be counted among the legends and heroes 
of La Salle. Your presence throughout our multiple school buildings. your 
presence to each other as friends, confidants, and helpers makes all the difference 
here. Your return to La Salle, your presence at La Salle, lets us remember the Holy 
Presence of God.  

Read deeply.  Breathe deeply. Pray deeply. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer.   

In the Spirit of La Salle, 

 

 
Michael A. O’Toole ‘68 
Principal 
 

  

 

 

 


