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Dear Fellow Lasallians, Class of 2021: 

One year under your belts, another ready to arrive! 

I hope you are having a fine summer.  I hope you have some time to process all 
that happened to you during your freshman year at La Salle.  It’s a great thing to 
be able to change pace during June, July and August.   

I also got to change pace this summer.  Not a summer for breakneck busy-ness.  
Not a summer for a lot of travel.  My only visits to airports this summer found me 
in the cell phone lot waiting for planes to arrive with my family from Texas.  Not a 
lot of exotic travel to faraway places.  The most exciting travel came in early 
August on a whitewater rafting trip to Massachusetts—but more on that when 
you all arrive in a couple of weeks. 

For me, the change of pace meant some extra time to visit La Salle students and 
teachers at service sites in Philadelphia and New York, and time to visit and revisit 
some of my old haunts—books. 

I started with reading the common summer assignment for social studies classes, 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson.    If you have not yet begun this book, let me give 
you two reasons to get moving.  First, it’s an assignment!  Second, it’s an inspiring 
story—yes, for the tales of unfortunate lives.  But, equally so, for giving all of us 
readers the story of a talented and capable young man who decides to make a 
summer change of pace into a career—and a life.  Read carefully.  Follow his 
journey closely.  His journey speaks to some of the most important issues of our 
times. 

You’ve had a year to settle into La Salle, with—I am sure—some ups and downs.  
All of those ups and downs in academics, in activities, athletics, will soon prove to 
be important for you and for your continuing growth in character. 

We have made only minor tweaks in our academic schedule for this year, and I 
will let Mr. Whitney’s letter explain those.  But one important feature for our two 
special schedule days each cycle will be the opportunity this year to participate in 
clubs and activities during the school day.  So, be a true Explorer!  Try some new 
pursuits during those times. 

Your sophomore year is a year to review, regroup, rebuild, and renew.  Keep your 
good habits steady.  Keep a good schedule.  Renew old acquaintances.  Meet new 
friends.  Read deeply.  And pray often. 

Your presence mirrors the Presence of God in our Community. 



We’re ready.   

Enjoy the rest of your summer.   

In the Spirit of La Salle, 

 
Michael A. O’Toole ‘68 
Principal 
 

 


